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I  PRODUCTION 

The  need  for  special  housing  for  the  elderly  has  been  felt  for  coir.e 
time  in  East  Boston.   In  recognition  of  this  need  and  in  response  to  a 
request  from  the  community  to  help  in  the  search  for  an  appropriate  site, 
this  study  has  been  undertaken. 

Five  possible  sites  for  elderly  housing  have  been  selected  for 
evaluation  in  this  study.   These  five  were  found  to  be  the  most  desirable 
out  of  almost  a  dozen  originally  chosen.   For  each  of  the  sites  there  is 
a  description  of  land  area,  assessed  value,  land  use,  number  of  buildings 
and  ownership.   In  addition,  there  is  a  description  of  the  neighborhood 
context  of  the  site  and  an  analysis  of  the  type  and  number  of  housing 
units  that  could  be  accommodated  on  the  site. 


Site  1  157-20.1  SuTj-;or  Street 


Parcel  A      -50,l60  sq.  ft. 

$6]., 000  total  assessment 

h   warehouses  -  satisfactory  condition 

1  light  industry  -  satisfactory  condition 

Soul  £;  Leonard  Fine,  Merchants  V/ool  Scouring  -  Ovmers 

F.rcel  B       80,liOO  sq.  ft. 

$93}200  total  assessn:ent 

2  varehouses  -  Sc^tisfactory  to  poor  condition 

1  residential  -  corrinercial  structures  -  poor  condition 
Holiday  Inn  -  ov;ner 

Total  Site     130,560  sq.  ft. 

159>200  total  assessraent  . 

6  warehouses  -  satisfactory  condition 

1  light  industry  -  satisfactory  condition 

1  residential  -  coniTiercial  -  poor  condition 

Site  1     Description 

This  site  is  located  at  the  South  End  of  Mavericls. Square  across  from 
the  iMaverick  Square  IQTA  Station,  in  very  close  proximity  to  public  facilities 
such  as  fire  and  police  stations  and  a  health  unit.  Additionally,  there  are 
neighborhood  con-jnercial  facilities  on  the  other  side  of  Su:.iner  Street. 

The  small  number  of  occupied  dv;ellin2  units  (approximately  three) 
and  coiaTiercial  establish-r.ents  (t'.;o)  combined  with  a  number  of  vacant  ana/or 
underused  warehouses  indicate  that  relocation  problems  at  this  site  would  be 
minimal . 

Site  1     Appropriate  Housing  Type  aiid' Number  of  Units 

Housing  Type  -  Housing  for  the  Elderly  '  -....- 

Four-story  elevator 
No.  of  Units  -  130  dwellir^g  Units  @  i+5  du/acre 

some _ commercial  establisliments 

Because  of  its  close  proximity  to  public  transportation,  health   '- "  •'   ' 
center,  public  facilities  and  commiercial  facilities,  this  site  would  be  most 
suitable  for  housing  for  the  elderly. 

The  type  of  structure  that  would  be  more  suitable  to  the  surrounding 
buildings  and  the  environuent  around  the  Maverick  Square  ard-a  is  four  story-  ■.•:  £::■..:.:.  .. 
elevator  buildings  which  at  a  density  of  U5  du/acre  would  provide  I30  dv.'elling     -  •  " 

units  for  the  elderly.  Because  of  its  central  location,  the  developm.ent  would . 

also  provide  some  commercial  facilities  on  the  ground  level.     ..  ...^  :.-.ii  „;^t  ••rouii.i  .i.*;/-; 


Site  2 


21.9-223  Surnner  Street 


Parcel  A 


Parcel  B 


Total 


i:6,936  sq.  ft. 

$29,800  total  assessment 

1  ixnderused  brick  varchouse  -  satisfactory  cor.dition 

1  vholesale  r.eat  packing  firm  -  satisfactory  condition 
Stcrn/savyer  -  o-'ners 

U5,300  sq.    ft. 

$33jO0O  total  ussessnent 

2  xinderuGcd  brick  \.'arehouse  -  satisfactory  condition 
Vacant  land 

Alfred  Johnson,  Daniel  Greenvood  -  o'.;nars 

92,236  sq.  ft. 

62,800  total  assessment 

3  underused  brick  warehouses  -  satisfactory  condition 
1  v.'holcsale  neat  packing  firm  -  satisfactory  condition 
some  vacant  land 


Site  2 


Descrijrtion 


This  site  is  located  Just  across  the  street  from  Site  1  and  at  the 
South  End  of  Kaverick  Square. 

Its  close  proxiRity  to  public  transportation,  (Maverick  Square  MDTA 
Station)  police  and  fire  stations,  health  unit,  and  co^iv.ercial  facilities,  plus 
the  mininal  nunber  of  relocations  that  are  involved,  establish  tMs  site  as  a 
very  suitable  one  for  housing  for  the  elderly. 


Site  2     Appropriate  Building  TfpG   and  KuTber  of  Units 

Building  Type  -  Housing  for  Elderly 
Four-story  elevator 

No.  of  Units  -  95  dwelling  units  Q   U5' du/acre 
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EAST  BOSTON 

Site  3 Porderj  Pec?,tu-^  ?'  T.on'^o-i 

Parcel  A  63,200  sq.    ft. 

$100,200  total 
■  2  residential  buildings   -  satisfactoiy  condition 

1  induGti'ial  establishment   -  good  condition 
Privately  o"..'ned 

Parcel  B  21,ii58   sq.    ft- 

$17,500  total  assessment 

3  residential  buildings    -   satisfactory  condition 

3  vacant  buildings 

7  vacant  parcels 

Turnpike  Authority  S-,  City  of  Boston   -  0'.;ners 

Total  8!|,U00  sq.    ft. 

117,700  total  assessrr.ent 

5  residential  buildings    -  satisfactory  condition 

1  industrial  establishment  -   good 

3  vacant  buildings 

3  vacant  parcels 

Turnpike  Authority  -  City  of  Boston  &  pri\'?.te 

individuals    -   o'.mer 

Site   3  Description 

Parcel  A  contains  2  residential  bviildings   in  satisfactoiy  condition 
and  an  industrial  establisranent  in  good  condition  that  is   expanding. 

Parcel  B  is  mostly  vacant  land  o-.med  by  the  Turnpike  Authority  and 
the  City  of  Boston. 

The   site  is  about  three  blocks   from  the  Maverick  Square  1I3TA   station, 
and  public   facilities   in  the  area   include  a  health  unit  &  police  tc  fire  stations. 
Neighborhood  commercial  facilities   in  Central  Square  are  within  walking  distance 
of  the   site. 

Site  3         Appropriate  Building  l^ps  and  Ilamber  of  Units 

Housing  Typo   -  Housing  for  the  Elderly 
Four- story  elevator 

No.    of  Units    -  77  dwelling  units  ©  U5  du/acre  -    

•— -!-■  -■  •    -  Because  of  its    location  -  being  very  close  to  an  existing  housing     -1...^^ 
development  for  large  families    -  this   site  is  more  suitable  for  housing  for 
:the  elderly.      Such  a  developm.ent,  besides   pro'vriding  a  r.o^e  diverse  and  balanced 
population,   would  help  considerably  in  uplifting  the  surrounding  area  which  is    ' 
deteriorating  rapidly. 

A  great  advantage  of  this   site  is  t'nat  it  requires  a   small  number  of 
residential  takings.      The  industrial  establishment  presents,    according  to  the 
zoning  code,    a   non-conformJ.ng  use  and  should  be  removed. 
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EAST  BOSTON 

,_; 

2itc   k  Wordsyforth  &  Vfesforook  Streets 

''  11jO,950   sq.    ft. 

$8,200  total  assessment 
Vacant  land 

Most  of  it  ovned  by  Salesian  Society- 
Site  k  Description 

One  advantage  of  this  site  is  that  it  is  entirely  vacant,  thus 
requiring  no  clearance  of  residential  or  coi.imercial  structures.   All  but 
5,500  sqT  ft.  of  this  area  is  ov/ned  by  the  Salesian  Society.  This  site  is 
located  acz'oss  from  Orient  Height  Beach,  thus  providing  a  viev;  of  the  beach 
and  vjaterfront. 

Access  is   facilitated  by  the  nearness  of  the  Orient  Heights  MSTA 
Station  and  local  bus  routes.   It  is  adjacent  to  residential  properties  vhich 
are  in  fair  condition  and  to  the  IQTA  tracks.  There  are  neighborhood  comner- 
cial  facilities  on  Bennington  Street  a  fev;  blocks  fro^i  the  site. 


Site  k  Appropriate  Building  TiT-  S"^  Ilaniber  of  Units 

Building  Type  -  Four-story  elevator 
.  Housing  for  Elderly 
Four-story  stacked  duplexes 
Housing  for  Faailies 

!Io.  of  Units  -  IU5  d-.velling  units  Q  h')   du/acre 

This  site  is  most  suitable  for  family  housing  because  of  its 
accessibility  to  open  space  -~  Orient  Heights  Beach  --  and  existing  recrea- 
tional facilities  ---  the  KacKay  Gym. 

The  tvo  existing  Elementary  Schools  in  the  area,  the  Curtis  Guild 
School  and  the  Bishop  Cheverus  School  are  not  f.dequately  eovlppcd  to  tr.ke  care 
of  the  additional  population.  Therefore,  a  nevj  Elementary  School  is  recom- 
mended for  this  area,  , 
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site  5  260  Clyde  Street 


39,750  sq.  ft. 

$23,300  total  assessment 

Vacant  3  and 

SabatJna  Marcucci  -  O.-mer 


Site  5     Description 


This  sitt  ccn-iposed  of  vacant  land  voulu  require  no  residential  or 
corrmercial  land  talcing.   It  is  located  tvjo  "blocks  from  Maverick  l.ETA  Station 
and  other  public  facilities  in  the  Maverick  Square  Area.  AD^though  the  area 
is  bounded  on  one  side  by  the  Boston  ?c   Albany  railroad,  the  tracks  are  seldom 
used.   Noise  fro.u  the  railroad  v;ould  thus  be  miniital.  The  site  is  also 
bounded  by  residential  property  v)ith  sone  scattered  co:i:r.ercial  &  industrial 
uses.  All  of  these  properties  are  in  fair  condition.   One  potential  advan- 
tage of  this  site,  vhich  is  a  disadvantage  as  veil,  could  be  the  location  of 
the  third  traffic  tunnel  under  or  near  this  property,  in  '.■ihich  case,  nore 
housing  can  be  developed  on  the  remainder  of  the  block  on  the  air  rights  of 
the  tunnel c  The  disadvantage  v.'ould  be  the  considerable  noise  nuisance  and 
pollution  from  car  exhausts  that  such  a  tu:inol  could  produce. 

Site  5     Appropriate  Building  Typs   and  i;ar,ber  of  Units 

Building  Type  -  Housing  for  the  Elderly 
Four-story  elevator 

No.  of  Units  -  kO   dwelling  units  0  ^5  du/acre 
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